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All Regular, Special, Emergency anc _ :ecutive Session Meetings of the Aransas County Commissioners’ Court
will be called and conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Texas Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551,
Government Code.

IL.

Regular, Special, and Emergency Meetings of the Aransas County Commissioners’ Court are open to the public
and to representatives of the press and media. Executive Sessions of the Commissioners’ Court are not open to the
public, the press or the media, and only those individuals expressly requested or ordered to be present are allowed to
attend Executive Session.

I11.

The Aransas County Commissioners’ Court meets in Regular Session on the second and fourth Mondays of
each month and every Monday in August. If the second and/or fourth Monday(s) falls on a County Holiday,
Commissioners’ Court will meet the following day. In order for a matter or issue to appear as an agenda item on the
Agenda of any R ilar Meeting of the Commissioners’ Court, a request (and accompanying documentation) must be
filed with and approved by at least one member of the Commissioner’s Court and/or the County Judge by 12:00 ¢
(noon) on the Wednesday 1mmed1ately precedmg the next Regular Meeting of the Commissioners’ Court.
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the Vionday meeungs. (Unly emergency exceplions, approved by tne Lounty Judge, delayed and Iiled late tnrough no
fault of the proposer, will be made to this rule in order for the County Attorney, County Judge and Commissioners to
have enough time to review documents being brought before the Commissioners’ Court.)

IV.

The business of Aransas C¢ ity is conc ted by and between the members of the . insas unty
Commissioners’ Court and by those members of the County staff, elected officials, department heads, consultants,
experts and/or me ers of the public requested to be present and participate. While the public is invited to attend all
meeting of the Commissioners’ Court (except Executive Sessions), the public’s participation therein is limited to that
of observers unless a member (or members) of the public is requested to address the Commissioners’ Court on a
particular issue (or issues) or unless the member (or members) of the public complete(s) a Public Participation Form
and submits same to the County Clerk prior to the time the agenda item (or items) is addressed by the Court. A sample
of the Aransas County Commissioners’ Court Public Participation Form is attached hereto as “Exhibit A™.






V.

The County Judge is the presiding officer of the Aransas County Commissioners’ Court and is a fully
participat  : c:mbertl of In the event of the absence of the County Jud; the C: nissior p tt with tl
longest tenure shall be the Judge Pro-" n and shall serve as the presiding officer of the Court in all matters which
require the action of the County Judge. However, nothing herein shall prevent any member from declining to serve as
Judge Pro-Tem and from delegating this duty to anot! al  oftl Commissioners’ Court.

VI

The County Judge (or Judge Pro-Tem of the Commissioners’ Court), as presiding officer of the Commissioners’
Court, is responsible for conducting and maintaining order at all meetings. Members of the public who have properly
completed a Public Participation Form and submitted the same to the County Clerk must wait to be recognized and be
given the floor by the County Judge before they will be allowed to address the Court. To the extent possible, and
where they would ordinarily apply to a governing body such as the Commissioners’ Court, the County Judge should
follow the most recent version of the Robert’s Rules of Order in conducting court meetings; however, this
parliamentary procedure is not mandatory on the County Judge, and he or she may deviate from these rules at his or
her discretion. A majority vote by the remaining Commissioners’ Court can require the presiding officer to follow
any normal parliamentary rule of the Robert’s Rules of Order.

VIL
Special Rules for the Press and Media:
A. No media personnel or equipment, including lights, cameras or microphones, will be located on
the Commissioners’ Court bench nor closer than five feet (5°) in front of the Commissioners’
Court bench.
B. Reporters and media technicians are required to structure their movements, equipment set-up

and take-down and adjustmen  etc., in such a manner as to not disrupt the Commissioners’
Court deliberations or the ability of the public to see, hear, and participate in the proceedings.

C. Interviews shall not be conducted inside the Commissioners’ Courtroom during the time the
Court is in session.

D. Media interviews which are conducted outside the Commissioners’ Court should be conducted
in such a manner that the interview does not disturb, impede or disrupt the proceedir  of any
R lar, Special, Emergency and/or Executive Session Meeting of the Court.

VIIL

The Aransas County Sheriff, or his designated deputy, shall serve as the Bailiff at all Regular, Special and
Emergency Meetings of the Court. However, in the event of the absence of the Sheriff, or in the event that there
exists a conflict of interest between the Sheriff, any member of the Sheriff’s Department, and the Commissioners’
Court, the Court may « ignate any one or more commissioned County Peace Officer(s) to serve : Bailiff(s) as
necessary.

IX.

From time to time, Commissioners’ Court shall conduct town meetings and public hearings. These Third
Amended Rules of Procedure, Conduct and Decorum shall also apply to such town meetings and public hearings;
however, the Commissioners’ Court may adopt such additional and supplemental rules for such meetings as may be
necessary and appropriate to conduct such meetings in an orderly, efficient and proper manner.









