NEWS RELEASE

Aransas County Courthouse e 2840 Hwy. 35 N. e Rockport, TX 78382

CONTACT: pio@aransascounty.org

Aransas County Commissioners Court Order
Prohibits the Sale and Use of Restricted
Fireworks during Drought Conditions

Monday, June 13, 2022 — The Aransas County Commissioners Court held its regular
meeting today and, among other business, issued an order Prohibiting Certain
Fireworks in the Unincorporated Areas of Aransas County for the Fourth of July
Fireworks Period from June 24 through July 4, or until Aransas County is no longer
experiencing drought conditions. A new general burn ban Order for up to 30 more days
was also issued due to the elevated risk of danger to life and property.

The Fireworks Order states that “No one shall sell, detonate, ignite, or in any way use
restricted fireworks for the duration of this Order.” Restricted fireworks are those often
described as “aerial fireworks” and include, but are not necessarily limited to “skyrockets
with sticks,” “missiles with fins,” and “bottle rockets.” Other types of fireworks that are
not aerial fireworks are permissible.

The Commissioners Court asks that citizens be diligent if any fireworks are in use by
keeping an adequate supply of water and/or fire extinguishers nearby, and calling for
emergency assistance quickly in case of fire. Be safe this Fourth of July.









have similar or more serious penalties. Other criminal offenses include, but are not limited to,

arson,’ criminal mischief,® recklessd  1ge or des ction.’

Section 6: Enforcement of this Order. Fire Departments responding to fires within the
jurisdiction covered by this Order shall respond to the scene of the fire and take immediate
measures to contain and/or extinguish the fire. The Fire Department shall complete all necessary
documentation, including reports of illegal burning, and provide it to the Fire Marshal. In addition,
this Order may be enforced by a fire chief or any duly-commissioned peace officer from a law
enforcement agency with jurisdiction.

Section 9: Injunctive Relief. Any person is entitled to injunctive relief to prevent the
violation or threated violation of a prohibition or restriction established by this Order.®

Section 10:  Publication of Order. County staff is directed to share this Order on the County’s
website a and to the news media. Further, this Order shall be reported to
the Texas A&M Forest dervice at to ensure inclusion on the Texas
Counties Burn Ban map.

Section 11:  Severability. If any section, article, paragraph, sentence, phrase, or word in this
Order is held to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such
finding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Order and the Commissioners
Court hereby declares that it would have adopted this Order even without such invalid portions.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 13TH DAY OF JUNE, 2022.

“Burt” Mill

\SZN P~

Pat Rousseau, Precfnct 3 Wendy Laubach, Precinct 4

5 Tex. Penal Code §28.02 (West 2022).
® Tex. Penal Code §28.03 (West 2022).
" Tex. Penal Code §28.04 (West 2022).
8 Tex. Loc. Gov’'t Code §352.081 (j) (West 2022).
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